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- 3 ways to get more use out of a garage
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HOUSE REPAIR LLC

(607) 643-6636

TRUSTED HOME

REPAIR &

MAINTENANCE

FREE ESTIMATES

Need reliable home repairs? We deliver fast,
professional maintenance and repair services to keep
your property safe, functional, and looking its best.

wow 607-643-6636

How to
organize a
home’s interior

The dawn of a new year marks a convenient time to turn over a new
leaf. Much attention is paid to individuals’ intentions to eat healthier
and exercise more at the start of a new year, but those goals are not the
only ways to embrace positive change come January.

A quick look around a home’s interior may lead some to conclude that
their home environments could benefit from a little less clutter and
some improved organization. A more organized home may be easier to
navigate and can even have a positive impact on residents’ mental
health. In fact, a 2021 study published in the journal Comprehensive
Psychoneuroendocrinology found that women who cared for infants in
cluttered homes experienced higher levels of physical stress than those
whose homes were more organized. That study suggests an organized
home is a less stressful environment, which itself can pay numerous
dividends, as the Mayo Clinic notes chronic stress increases a person’s
risk for various health problems, including anxiety, depression,
digestive issues, heart disease, and weight gain, among others.

With so much to gain from an organized home, individuals can
consider these strategies to make interior spaces around the house less
cluttered.

* Avoid procrastinating. A weekly, if not daily, routine that involves
cleaning up spaces like the kitchen and living room can ensure a home
is not overtaken by clutter before residents even realize it. Each day, go
through the mail and discard papers like grocery store circulars and
junk mail so they don’t pile up. Parents of school-aged children can
organize papers kids return home with each day so all that homework
and event announcements does not create clutter.

BYLER'S COUNTERTOP
CREATIONS, LLC

s
YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR

ALL YOUR KITCHEN CABINET
& COUNTERTOP NEEDS.

Looking to update your dining room or bedroom furniture?
Come check out our NEW showroom today!

Custom Built Countertops & Kitchen Cabinets -
Quality Service & Customer Satisfaction.

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
319-867-4189

713 State Hwy 162, Sprakers, NY 12166

Introducing the Elite Series —
Featuring 9/12 Roof Pitch

with a loft interior to maximize
your storage space

12x20 Classic Cottage

12x20 Dutch
Barn

Special Price

Compare our
quality and
pricing, we
think you’ll be
glad you did!

FREE Delivery
' within 40 miles

> (UALITY SHEDS

278 ATSWELL RD., RICHFIELD SPRINGS ¢ 315-858-0841

MON-FRI 8 AM -4 PM e SAT. BY APPOINTMENT ¢ CLOSED SUNDAY
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* Purchase an entryway shoe rack. It might seem simple, but an
entryway shoe rack can set an organized tone in a home. Whether the
primary entryway is through the front door or a side door, a shoe rack
just inside the door can ensure shoes are not strewn about and reduces
the chances that floors are muddied.

* Consider furniture that doubles as storage. Many people utilize
storage furniture so common spaces like living rooms are not
overwhelmed by clutter. For example, a storage ottoman can hold
blankets, pillows and other creature comforts so these rooms project a
clutter-free vibe when not in use. Similarly, storage benches at the end
of beds in each bedroom can help to establish a serene, clutter-free
vibe, which can promote a better night’s sleep.

* Discard older items. Clutter can pile up when storage areas like
closets, dressers, nightstands, and home offices fill up with items
people tend to accumulate over the years. For example, a linen closet
can be overrun by bath towels that are rarely used, while nightstands
can become junk drawers over the years. Periodically go through these
areas and discard older items that are no longer used. These tasks
won’t take long, but can free up ample space throughout the home.
These are just a handful of the many ways individuals can effectively
organize their home interiors and reap all the rewards that such efforts
produce. TF251554
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Dutiwell
Genofing

e Metal * Shingles
e Standing Seam - Flat

v Free estimates

v Roof inspections

v Fully insured

v Workmanship warranty

v 100% satisfaction guaranteed
v BBB Accredited

518-670-ROOF

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

"‘We Gotcha Covered!”
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| WEBSTER'S
AVING

Blacktop
- Stone & Ol
- Seadling
- Patching

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

(607) 432-8550
(607) 334-4849

NOMW,%

HOMES AVAILABLE NOW!

Stop in and let one of our
knowledgeable salespeople help
you find your dream home.

Call for more information
315-858-2100

3787 US Hwy 20,

etter Richfeld Springs, NY 13439
Homes Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat.11-3; Closed Sun.

See our website for other
& Transport, Inc.  GREAT Homes on Display:
Your Affordable Housing Solution www.betterhomesandtransport.com
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CUSTOM FABRICATION

Bucket Liners Custom Wear Connection Plates Curb Angles
Plates

Stairs & Handrails Fabricated Rebar

www.SteelSalesinc.com

800-238-7833 or 607-674-6363
Fax: 607-674-9706
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3 ways to get
more use out
of a garage

Even though no two homes are the same, rooms have a tendency to take
on similar characteristics regardless of which property they’re a part of.
Kitchens tend to be popular gathering spaces, while basements have
become go-to spots for game rooms
and watch parties.

Garages also tend to share certain
characteristics between homes, and one
notable attribute is the tendency to
become difficult-to-navigate dumping
grounds for a wide range of items,
including lawn and garden tools,
children’s toys, sporting goods, and
seasonal home decor. Though there’s
nothing wrong with utilizing a garage
as a storage space, the following are
three simple ways homeowners can get
more out of these spaces.

1. Utilize the wall space. The walls in a garage have lots of potential.
Effective use of walls within a garage can ensure garden tools, small
toys and other items do not accumulate on the floor. Such
accumulations contribute much to the reputation of garages as dumping
grounds for miscellaneous items. By clearing the floors of clutter, and
utilizing wall spaces to store items, homeowners can open up the spaces
to serve any number of functions, including home gyms, art studios or
even parking spaces to protect vehicles from the elements. A storage

Lifting storage
racks work in
similar fashion and
make for great
additions for anyone
who needs to store
containers full of
seasonal decor but
does not want to do
so by stacking items
on the floor.

e Excavating & Bulldozing
*Driveways & Foundations
*Gravel/Stone Hauled *Ponds Dug
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organizer system with various hooks can be mounted on a garage wall
to free up floor space, while shelving can be hung to store paint cans,
power tool batteries and other items.

2. Look upward. If garage ceilings extend several feet above the height
of homeowners’ vehicles, then the spaces above where cars might be
parked can be converted into storage space for large recreational items,
like canoes or kayaks, or seasonal decor that does not need to be
accessed on a regular basis. A simple kayak hoist utilizing a pulley
system clears floor space and allows kayaks to be stored overhead.
Lifting storage racks work in similar fashion and make for great
additions for anyone who needs to store containers full of seasonal
decor but does not want to do so by stacking items on the floor. A hand
crack system for a lifting storage rack makes for easy and safe access.
3. Install new lighting. Without ample lighting, garages may not be
conducive to recreational pursuits like painting, crafting or even
exercising. A lighting upgrade is a relatively affordable renovation that
can make a big difference, illuminating spaces not exactly known for
brightness, especially if there’s no windows. If you want to spend time
in the garage during winter and stay warm, then some new lighting can
make that possible.

Homeowners whose garages are currently serving as cluttered storage
closets can do much to get more out of these useful spaces. SH262611
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RANDY & BRENDA'’S

NS4

Septic Pumping, Repairing
and Installation

DUMPSTERS..

10, 12 & 15 Yard: For all your Spring Cleaning,
Demolition and Scrap Metal Needs!

Servicing Otsego County and the
surrounding areas.

www.randyandbrendas.com

607-434-3556
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Our Customers Are
Our First Priority

Our Pledge... Our Area of

Our Customers are our first priority. serVice- .
Reese-Marshall is here to serve you with your

heating and cooling needs. We Pledge to
constantly reaffirm this with our actions, which
we have built our reputation on.

Reese-Marshall Co. Inc.’s office and storage
facility is located on County Road 32, in
Norwich. Our service area extends to Norwich
and the following areas:

» Oxford - McDonough - Guilford - Preston
We Offer... - Mt. Upton - Gilbertsville - Morris
* Free estimates for all installations « South New Berlin - New Berlin - Edmeston

» Automatic delivery with a guarantee » South Edmeston - West Edmeston - Pittsfield

« 24-hour emergency service, 365 days a year * Sherburne - North Norwich - Earlville -
* A variety of budget and burner service plans Columbus Smyrna

. People who care about providing quahty » Otselic - South Otselic - Pitcher - Plymouth
service - Sidney - Bainbridge

« Hamilton - Madison - Morrisville - Brookfield

Quality Products...

Reese-Marshall Co. Inc. carries a full line of quality fuels including
B-10 Heating Oil, Diesel, Gasoline and Propane Gas.

Our Burner Service Department is fully equipped to
handle any repair or installation.

Safe Quallty Heatmg Systems
Theesr® Buderus Rinnai

Thinking of a new heating system?
Don’t hesitate to call for a free written estimate.

REESE-MARSHALL

\, We make wanm friends and leep you cool.

since 1942

6254 County Road 32, Norwich, NY 13815
PHONE (607) 334-3633

www.reesemarshall.com -[@mail: info@reesemarshall.com
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THE 41T ON WHOLE-
HOUSE GENERATORS

Weather is unpredictable. Strong winds or storms can wreak havoc on
power lines, resulting in outages that may last hours or even days.
People have come to rely on electricity, not only for comfort and safety,
but to power just about every aspect of modern life. A power outage can
be a minor disruption or downright dangerous, unless a whole-house
generator can take over when needed.

What is a whole-house generator?

A whole-house generator, also called a
standby generator, is a permanently
installed system that provides backup
power to a home during a utility outage.
The generator typically runs using a
natural gas or propane connection.
Unlike a portable generator, a whole-
house generator is installed outside on a
concrete slab. It is wired to the home’s
electrical panel through an automatic
transfer switch (ATS). This switch will continuously monitor the
electrical grid’s power and start automatically if an outage is detected.
When the power comes back on, the ATS will shut off the generator and
reconnect the home to the grid.

Most units will test
themselves periodically
Jor a few minutes each
week to recharge the
batteries and keep the
engine lubricated, which
serves as a testament to
the hands-off nature of
these systems.

Generator considerations

NJR Home Services says there are some considerations when
determining which generator best meets the needs of a household. It’s
important to identify where power will be needed in the home, whether
it’s a few essential pieces of equipment or the entire home. The more

CUT YOUR ENERGY
T COSTS THIS SPRING!
i GILBERT

PLUMBING &
Hearing

!
|
al

L. J Better Performance

= J Avoid Breakdowns

- New Gas, Oil & Electric Heating
System Installation

- Heating System Repairs
& Cleaning

- Water Heater Installation
& Service

- Septic System Installation
and Repair

- All Aspects of Plumbing
Now offering mini splits and heat pumps

Serving Otsego, Delaware and Chenango Counties

607-783-2289

www.gilbertph.com Find us on

Facebook

one wants to have powered, the more costly the generator will be.

The location of the generator on the property must meet local zoning
requirements, which vary from town to town. A permit likely will be
required for the installation work.

Another consideration is gas meter sizing. A trained technician should
schedule a pressure check to ensure that the gas supply to the home can
handle the new generator.

What if there hasn’t been an outage?

Most units will test themselves periodically for a few minutes each
week to recharge the batteries and keep the engine lubricated, which
serves as a testament to the hands-off nature of these systems.
Whole-house generators offer peace of mind in an unpredictable world.
When the power goes out, these generators seamlessly kick into action.
SH262609
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—— SEPTIC SERVICES —

WE’RE THE TEAM TO TRUST FOR
PROFESSIONAL SEPTIC SERVICES

'y

With over 40 years of experience, you can
trust our team to provide quality septic
inspections, septic tank pumping, septic
repairs and septic installation services.

Clients trust us because:

» We're fully insured

* We pay attention to details

» We're prompt, reliable and professional

+ We provide high-quality work at competitive prices

There’s no job too big or small for our team.
Call now to schedule the septic services you need.

Proudly serving the Chenango, Delaware and Otsego County areas.

» Septic Tank Pumping

* Pump Truck Services

¢ Installations e e S e

* Repairs : el . C‘%'j‘”‘f@@

* Septic ==
Inspections

* Residential &
Commercial

e

CALL TODAY & JOIN OUR FAMILY OF SATISFIED CLIENTS

607-648-5677
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How to establish a
home renovation
budget

Homeowners know that the next home renovation project is always
right around the corner. And that means finding ways to finance such
undertakings.

When planning for renovations, the average homeowner
underestimates their project cost by approximately 22 percent,
according to the 2026 Remodeling Impact Report. Establishing a pre-
project budget can help avoid such surprises.

Don’t over-improve

A common mistake homeowners make is over-improving a home
beyond the neighborhood value. A good rule of thumb is to employ
the average percentage-of-home-value approach in an effort to stay
within range of what’s acceptable. Budget a kitchen renovation or
finished basement at 10 to 15 percent of the home value. A master
bedroom will come in at 5 to 10 percent of home value, while a small
bedroom or office falls between 1 and 3 percent of home value. These
benchmarks are supported by the National Association of the
Remodeling Industry and the National Association of Realtors.
Historically, a functional, modern kitchen is the top driver of home
value, says Remodeling Magazine.

Learn the breakdown

Homeowners should understand that materials, fixtures, appliances,
and flooring, otherwise known as “hard costs,” will eat up 50 to 60
percent of their renovation budgets. Labor, permits and design fees
will comprise the next largest chunk, typically coming in between 25

and 35 percent. Homeowners also should factor about 15 to 20
percent of a budget to a safety net to cover unforeseen expenses, like
mold remediation or structural issues.

Get three quotes

It’s important for homeowners to get several estimates before
establishing a budget. Experts advise working with contractors that
offer fixed-price contracts rather than those that list time and
materials; otherwise, there may be a mid-project price hike that
comes out of the blue. A person also can ask contractors for a line-
item bid so it’s possible to see where money can be trimmed
through different material choices. With a list of desired items in
hand, and acceptable substitutions if the cost comes in too high,
homeowners can create a budget that works.

Saving versus splurging

It’s important for homeowners to be realistic about their
renovations. They can splurge on items that are seen or touched
every day, like door handles, cabinet pulls and faucets. Other items,
like lighting fixtures or backsplashes, can be replaced down the
road. It may be better to direct funds to structural elements or those
“invisible renovations” like upgrading insulation or smart systems
that save on energy costs and improve efficiency.

Keep a 20 percent cushion

Homeowners can determine the affordability if a proposed project
ends up costing 20 percent more or takes a few months longer. If the
answer is no, homeowners should scale back the project budget until
they have that financial safety net. Alliant Credit Union says experts
strongly recommend adding a 20 percent contingency cushion to a
remodeling budget.

A home remodeling project is a big commitment of time and money.
Budgeting correctly ensures that there are few, if any, surprises
along the way. EL265819

Dulch Country

COMNECTIONS LLc

DINING ROOM « BEDROOM FURNITURE
POLY FURNITURE * TOYS * GIFTS -« STORAGE BARNS

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

7869 State Hwy. 10

Sharon Springs, NY 13459

518-284-1818

4459 Western Turnpike
Altamont, NY 12009
518-595-0016

DutchCountryConnectionslic.com
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A Upstate New York’'s = 4
% r ada %M g ' BEST and LARGEST
/p ;/ selection of tile, hardwood,

Floors For Less. FLOOR CENTER - Carptgcflz?yiltchfsfrea's

SPRING IN-STOCK FLOORING SALE!

Fusion Summit Andes Oak Fusion Hybrid Reserve Oak
Click Lock Vinyl Click Lock Vinyl

4" Wide X 48” LA T 67 Wide, Random Board
Long 20 Mil Wear Layer g & _ .4 — | Length 20 Mil Wear Layer

Q,_; rt;jll—:lﬁ(“ Reg. $5.99 sq. ft.
VA ST 909

Isq. ft.

Lauzon Red Oak Natural Lauzon Red Oak Azaro
3/4” Solid Hardwood 3/4” Engineered

4- 1/8" Wide

3- 1/4” Wide

Reg. $7.59 sq. ft.

Grey Plush Textured
Carpet

45 oz. Cut & Loop
Pattern

Reg. $3.79 sq. ft.

‘i

Step Up To National Floor Center...

FREE DELIVERY

& Delaware L ationnal
Counties . ® . [ "_.-___ e j

National Floor Center Main Showroom
46 South Washington Street
Binghamton, NY 13905
607-772-1212
Open Mon-Fri 9 am-7 pm, Sat 10 am-5 pm

n FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

www.hationalfloorcenter.com
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CUUNTRYSIDE

2lOVE CHIMNEY | 607-843-2000

116 WARN POND RD. OXFORD, NY fabers_countryside@yahoo.com G o ST G
Wood Stoves & Inserts Electric Stove Dura Vent Outdoor Furniture
Lopi : British Fires Class A chimney Colonial Road - Poly
Osburn i X Double Wall Interior Sonrise Poly
Kuma ; &8 Electric Fireplace & Inserts Gas venting .
Supreme T Fireplace Xtrordinair Dura'vent' Outdoor Heating

DaVinci Hearth Boards Infratech

Wood Fireplaces Modern Flames Diamond Hearth Bromic
Fireplace Xtrordinair Solas MODERN ¥ F1 AMES JRAVER[EE]gdy) I'N F R”/\'!' RE'C H

Supreme Hot Tub Rooms

Valcourt . - - Smart FP Remotes Hearth Accessories Summerspace

A P . 1111 Gaslogs Awnings

FIREPLACE XTRORDINAIR LEXINGTON
Supreme Mantels Empire Sunair
Pearl Mantels Hargrove ; % Summer Space
Gas Stoves & Inserts Lexington Hearth Superior i, ..ol
Lopi MagraHearth Outdoor TV

Empire S O |_ A S LogStyle Mantel Cook Stoves Sylvox
COMTEMPORARY FIRE Heco

Gas Fireplaces Ash Vacs BM Kuma s\ !:\SSEQ Pizza Ovens
Fireplace Xtrordinair = Osburn WPPO
Empire T Coal I - 5 Blaze
Solas | @V aVinci Blaschak Anthracite Pellet Grills LOKINESS

CUSTOM FIREPLACES" £ishrast Broil King - o Outdoor Gas
Custom Gas Fireplaces Pellets '; % Smokin Brothers Fire Garden
DaVinci Comfort Plus e Leisure lawn

Charcoal Grills Warming Trends

Pellet/Wood Stov Gas Boiler P Broil King
Osburn RPN DS Stoves I_D‘= _ _ ) Outdoor Wood
SR“ Gas Grills - .:'-*”ﬂ — Empire

Pellet Stoves & Inse?t?‘_“f Coal Boilers Blaze i Tt % Stone Age Fireplace
Lopi Leisure Line =S Broil King \ — f Breeo

Ravelli c DS Stoves ey STOE Bull

Dielle Keystoker s Broilmaster Outdoor Kitchens

RAVELLI
FINANCING BY
Coal Stoves Coal Furnaces

Leisure Line Leisure Line ;) Syn C h I"O ny
Hitzer Hitzer lﬂlSlll'ﬂ |.|||II BANK

DS Stoves DS Stoves Div. of Black Rock Mfg. Co. 0% er%
Keystoker Keystoker

Alaska

with approved credit.

OPERATION :
EBEQ RELIEF )

www.bbgrelief.org
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' @  cuarcoaL
o
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Proudly
Celebrating
36 Years in

Business

CE 1989

i

" i - . 1 i B | 3
LOOKING FOR A NEW KITCHEN OR BATH...
COME TO THE #1 DESIGN CENTER IN CHENANGO COUNTY.

Omeea

Cabinetry,

Our designers have over
50 years of combined experience.

BUDGET TO CUSTOM,
WE CAN HELP!

® Call or stop in today
CAMBRIA to start your dream kitchen or bath.
Flooring ¢ Windows
CABINETRY

¢ Shower Doors
e Countertops-
Corian, Quartz, Granite & Laminate

NO INTEREST FINANCING
available to qualified buyers.
Stop in for details.

ffordable Fashion

wi

CABINETRY"

A WELLNORN FOREST CO
EAT. 1904

L]

CUBITAC

CABINETRY

* WINDOWS ¢« DOORS ¢ SIDING * AWNINGS
N & 3 SEASON ROOMS * SHEDS * PERGOLAS

e - 3
E =
{ { ]

CERNNER

- VINYL FENCE » ALUMINUM FENCE « CEDAR FENCE

Yo

*« COMPOSITE DE

* DOCKS * CARPORTS * GARAGES °* UTILITY & AGRICULTURE BLDS.

116 WARN POND RD., OXFORD - CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 607-843-9834
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm: Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Saturday 9 am-1 pm

YOUR COMPLETE

BIG/LITTLE
HOME CENTER

Kitchen Cabinets & Vanities
Omega Framed
Omega Full Access Frameless
WF Cabinetry
WF Capital
JS| Cabinetry
Cubitac Cabinetry
Avance Cabinetry
US Cabinet Framed
US Cabinet Frameless
Backwoods Amish Built RTA
Kitchen Kompact
Amerock Cabinet Hardware
Wurth Cabinet Hardware
Richeliu Cabinet Hardware
Rev-A-Shelf Cabinet Accessories

Outdoor Kitchens
Open Air Outdoor Cabinetry
Rock Run Aluminum Cabinetry

Countertops
WilsonArt Quartz
Silestone Quartz
Hanstone Quartz
Dekton
Sensa Granite
Coran Solid Surface, Quartz & Endura
Laminate - Custom & Postform
MSI| Quartz

Vanity Tops
Quartz & Granite
Remee Cultured Marble, Granite, Quartz
Stone Central Granite or Silestone
Samuel Mueller Solid Surface
Swanstone Solid Surface

Ceramic Tile & Stone
Florida Tile - Wall, Floor, Backsplash
Merola Tile - Wall, Floor, Backsplash
Lungaro Backsplash & Specialty Tile
Earthen Treasure Granite, Marble, Stone Tile

Sheet & LVT Flooring
IVC Flexitec
Tarkett Fiberfloor
Floornation LVT Glue Down
Congoleum Triversa LVT Click
NextFloor StoneCast LVT Click
NextFloor Scratchmaster LVT Click
H*Flor Pikes Peak Click
H*Flor PRESTG Artistry Glue Down/Click
Trillium Cerameta LVT Glue Down
Generations Lineage LVT Glue Down

Flooring
BSL Hardwood
Elite Advantage Engineered Hardwood
Advanced Edge Sports Flooring
Carpet
NRF Select Carpet
Carpet Tile - Commercial & Residential
Indoor/Outdoor Carpet
Foss Carpet Tile
NEFS Carpet

Shower & Tub Walls
Samuel Mueller Solid Surface
Swanstone Solid Surface
Fibo Laminate
Wedi Tub & Shower Systems
Certified Wedi Pro Shower System Dealer

Shower Doors
Century Bathworks Shower Doors
Arizona Shower Door
Samuel Mueller Shower Doors

Samuel Mueller Bath Accessories
Grab Bars, Shelves, Towel Bars, Hooks,
Shower Niches/Storage Pods,
Shower Seats - Fixed & Stand Alone

Maidstone Claw Foot Tubs, Kitchen & Bath
Oak Pointe Stair & Railings Components
Wood, Metal, Cable

CycloVac Central Vacuum Cleaners

Railings & Porch Posts
Superior Plastics Vinyl
Superior Plastics Cable
Keylink Aluminum
Keylink Aluminum Cable
Eastern lllusions Vinyl Railings
Eastern Ornamental Aluminum
Evolve Solid Plastic Railings
Decking
Clubhouse Cellular PVC
MoistureShield Composite
Evolve Solid Plastic Lumber & T&G Decking
Renew Decking & Trim
Rhino Armadillo Decking
TruNorth Composite
Duxxbak Composite Decking
Aeratis Cellular PVC Porch Flooring
Siberian Larch Wood Decking
Western Larch Wood Decking
Lunawood Thermowood Decking
Tropical Hardwood Decking
Southern Yellow Pine Porch Flooring
Western Red Cedar Boards, Decking, Siding
Trimax Plastics Structural Plastic Lumber
ZipUP Underdeck Ceiling Panels

Fencing
Superior Plastics Vinyl
Keylink Aluminum
Masterlink Chain-link
Eastern lllusions Vinyl Fence
Eastern Ornamental Aluminum
Eastern Cedar

Siding
Royal Vinyl Siding
Foundry Vinyl Shakes & Siding
MidAmerica Shutters & Siding Accessories
Koma Cellular PVC Boards & Trim
Metal Sales Steel Roofing & Wall Panels

Awnings - Retractable, Window,

Door Pergolas, Sun Shades, Canopies
Aristocrat Awnings
Sunair Awnings
Agecraft Aluminum Awnings

Screen & 3 Season Rooms
Ballew's Aluminum Screen Rooms
Ballew's Alum. Carport & Patio Covers
Ballew's Mobile Home Roof Overs
Ballew's Aluminum & Vinyl 3 Season Rms
Aristocrat Aluminum & Vinyl 3 Season Rms
Outdoor Patio & Stone Veneers
Adorn Firepits, Planters & Pavers
Genstone Veneer Panels
Adorn Mortarless Stone Panels
Interceramic Ledger Stone
Slimstone Stone Veneer Sheets
Boat Docks
Tommy Docks & Accessories
Techstar Dock Floats
Dockmaster Boat Ramps
DockEdge Dock Components & Accessories
American Muscle Dock Components &
Accessories

Doors & Windows
NC Fiberglass & Steel Entrance Doors
Wood & Molded Prehung Interior Doors
Woodgrain Interior & Exterior Wood Doors
National Vinyl Sliding Doors
Larson Storm Doors
National Vinyl Replacement Windows
National Vinyl New Construction Windows

American Steel Carports, Garages, Ag Blds
Catskill Sheds & Garages
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oo/ EINA Tips to take care
pe £ ' st of wood tlooring

Natural wood flooring is a stunning feature of millions of homes. Wood
floors are appreciated for their durability and aesthetic appeal, each of
which is bolstered when floors are properly maintained.
A host of variables can affect how long wood flooring lasts and how its
appearance holds up over time. Wood flooring in homes with pets that
roam around the house, such as cats and dogs, may require more
frequent maintenance than those without pets. The same goes for homes
with children, who may routinely track dirt in from outside or spill food
and drinks with greater frequency than adults. But even wood flooring
in homes without pets and children requires consistent maintenance.
Homeowners who want to protect their wood floors and ensure they
maintain their aesthetic appeal for the long haul can consider the
following maintenance tips, courtesy of the National Wood Flooring
Association.
* Sweep, dust or mop each day. The NWFA recommends daily
maintenance to remove dust and dirt that accumulates each day. Such
cleaning can prevent damage that can compromise the aesthetic appeal
of the floors and potentially affect their longevity.
* Clean spills immediately. Spills are inevitable, especially in homes
where young children live. Though spills might not be preventable, the
damage they can cause can be avoided with a prompt response.
Cleaning spills immediately with a dry or slightly damp cloth can
ensure the floors do not soak up the spilled liquids. The NWFA notes
that mopping wood floors with a wet mop or steam mop will damage
the finish and the wood over long periods of time. If allowed to soak
into the floor, spilled liquid can contribute to warping, swelling and
staining. Each of those issues can be costly to address, but a quick and
NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT o= immediate cleanup can prevent all three from happening.

o876 Gounty Rd. 52-East River Rood, Norwidh and ' e Vacuum once per week on the bare floor setting. Utilizing a vacuum is
less taxing on wood floors than sweeping so long as the vacuum is on

@I 607-334-4378 « www.norwichope.com EBEE  500:1200 0n Saturday

OUR BEST IN THE

FIELD DEALS ARE
MARKETING
CONCEPTS

HERE

For a limited time, save big on the all-new 1100 and 2100 Series.
With a reliable diesel engine, our best-ever lift capacity, and intuitive
tech lik ank Assist, dual-pedal HST, and a handy companion app,
they're tougher and smarter than anything else out there.

1100/2100 SERIES

Stop InAnd CheckOut
n“r snring PrnmntiGHS! ' Specializing in crafting digital experiences that transcend the ordinary and

amplify your brands impact in the online realm

. * Website Design
NORWICH Tﬂgp{%‘:sa * Graphic Design
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT * Social Media Management
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich - o :
. 607-334-4378 : OUTWORKING * Google Business Management & Optimization
g e o ey THE FIELD SSgurch: Evgine Dy kst )

* Google Display/ Search Ads —

Available 0% APR financm? on purchases of selected new Mahindra tractor models from participating
dealers’ inventory on qualified purchases through Mahindra Finance US LLC. A down-payment may be

ra%uired for selected tractor models. Financing information is made available by Mahindra Finance USA
LLC for discussion purposes only and is not 8 commitment to finance any transaction. The information
provided is not intended and should not be construed as legal, accounting, or tax advice. All financing
is_subject to credit review and approval and other terms and conditions and is at Mahindra Finance
USA LLC's sole discretion. Offer available for a limited time only and subject to change without notice.

mpactMarketingConcepts.com * 607-318-1289

Powered by the Pennysaver
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Your Vision,
Our Craftsmanship!

From concept to completion, we bring your

dream space to life with:
* Expert in-house installation

e Custom designs tailored to your style
® A fully stocked retail showroom for all
your tile & marble needs

A — M- Vs ’ Your locally owned and operated
the bare floor setting. Sweeping is best avoided to prevent sma Kitchen & Bath Design Center

particles from being dragged across the floor, which gradually wears
down the finish and ultimately contributes to a dull look. Vacuuming . e ©
vertically lifts the debris off the floor, ensuring nothing is dragged £ N appl Tlle and M arb]e >
along the surface of the floor. If you’re using a manual vacuum instead ®

of a robotic vacuum, vacuum with the grain to reduce the risk of Come in and visit us today!

damage.

* Apply wood flooring cleaner once per month. If your wood floors are
newly installed, ask your installer to recommend a cleaner specifically
designed for the finish on your floor. If your floors are not new, contact
a flooring professional for a recommendation. Wood flooring cleaners
specific to a given floor’s finish are important because these products
are specialized and formulated with both cleaning and protection of the
floor itself in mind. The right wood floor cleaner won’t lead to dull-
looking floors nor damage the finish.

* Recoat floors if they start to look dull. The NWFA notes that
recoating with wood floor finish every three to five years can renew the
appearance of natural wood flooring that might be starting to look a
little dull.

Well-maintained wood floors add much to a home’s interiors. Some 10700 Rte. 23, Suite 2, Davenport Center
simple maintenance can ensure wood floors remain durable and

aesthetically appealing for decades. HI264733 607-278-6411

Don't Buy a Pole Barn Package N S llo
Until Youve Contacted Us! ow Selling
We Offer Competitive Pricing ®
and Guarantee Satisfaction. ‘ ablnets
P n l E B A n N P nc K n ﬁ E Let Our Designer Create A Cabinet Layout For You

24° X 32° X 10’
POST FRAME
PACKAGE:

« CABINETS
Call for . * SINKS & FAUCETS
current pricing « COUNTERTOPS
« FLOORING

* MATERIAL PACKAGE
4 * Pre-Engineered Wood Trusses (6/12 Pitch, 4 O/C)
s“Ens *4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Eave Posts (8’ O/C)
+4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Gable Posts (10’ O/C)
AVAILABLE | .5 Treated Skirt Boards (1 Row)
NOW! + 2 x 4 Wall Girts (24” O/C) and Roof Purlins (24" 0/C)
2 x 10 Double Top Girt Truss Carrier
*1/4” M W | Dbl. Bubb. Dbl. Foil Temp Shield Insulation on Roof
* Beige Evertast Il Traditional Steel Siding
ca" « lvy Evertast Il Traditional Steel Roof
» One Bag of Concrete Mix Per Post Hole
Today - DOORS & WINDOWS
for Your . 'I(;wo Cylopaly 9 x 8 4300 Series Ins. Overhead Door Ins. Stds
* One 3’ 9 Lite Entry Door
* 12” OVERHANG ON ALL SIDES W/ VENTED ALUM. SOFFIT
* FASTENERS
*11/2 Inch Screw for Steel Wall, Roof Panels

*51n. Ledger Lock Screw for Truss Carrier
*31/2In. Galv. Pole Bam Nails for Skirt Board

* Galvanized Steel Framing Nails
2319 State Highway Route 20

* DETAILED BUILDING PLANS Your
Carlisle, NY

One-Stop
ﬁ &l 2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge, NY it hen Dream

H u NT () NTOP (Located Bgtv?eenvl\!iye. 8, Sid?;:ar; agd ggnbridge, NY) Kl ¢ Shop! (518) 833_2740

mnterprises 607-967-4877 =D

www.metalroofingandmetalsiding.com Facebook @ WarrenCounterfitters ¢ Counterfittersandmore @ gmail.com
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Remedies for
common electrical
problems

Electricity is a modern convenience that’s easily taken for granted until
homes are plunged into darkness during power outages. Thomas Edison
introduced electricity to the world in the late nineteenth century. After
Edison’s home received a private electric system, the first American
home to be powered by hydroelectricity was in Appleton, Wisconsin in
1882. Despite that, just 50 percent all homes in the United States had
electricity by the beginning of the twentieth century.

Electricity is now a standard home feature. And when something goes
awry with a home’s electrical components, homeowners may need to
act fast to restore things to proper working order. Certain electrical
problems are common in residential homes. Even homeowners with do-
it-yourself skills should bring in an experienced electrician when their
homes develop electrical problems, as electricity is nothing for novices
to play with. Here’s what to look for and how to remedy common
issues, courtesy of East-West Electric, Inc., Safe and Sound Electric
LLC, and American Home Shield.

* Flickering lights: Flickering lights merit attention. While lights can
flicker when bulbs are not screwed in tightly, this also could be a sign of
a faulty connection that is creating arcing and overheating. A failure to
address flickering lights might lead to a fire. An electrician can inspect
wiring and fixtures to see where the problem may lie, and replace any
necessary components.

* Degraded electrical wiring: Older homes may have aging electrical
wiring that is worn out in places. This can cause arc faults, which occur
when an electrical current veers off its intended path. Arc faults can
cause electrical fires. Installing arc-fault circuit interrupters on the
circuit panel can help. Traditional circuit breakers only trip with
overloads and short circuits. AFCIs continuously monitor flow and will

Family Owned
& Qperated!

Knowledgeable and
> helpful customer service. o

ruc ACCESSOrIes i
Route 12 South, Oxford

(former Chenango Truck Location)

607-843-2112

palmerstrucks @gmail.com

WESTERN

WIDEOUT !

Your One Source For DUMP BOXES,
PLOWS, LIFT GATES and PLATFORMS

Plus... A Full Line Of Truck Accessories
To Trick Out Your Ride.

only trip during unwanted
arcing conditions.

* Insufficient power: Those
who reside in older homes
might experience insufficient
electrical power. Electrical
grids homes are built using
the technology of that time
and may not be capable of
handling the many devices
that homeowners plug in
today. Circuits may trip often
when one or more electrical
devices are used on the same
circuit. The only way to
remedy this issue is to
replace the existing electrical
system with a restructured
one that can handle the
supply of power.

* Buzzing sounds: Electrical outlets and switches in a home should
always operate silently. Buzzing or unusual sounds heard near switches
and outlets indicates there is a problem. Turn off the power to that
fixture and consult a professional electrician to see what might be the
issue.

* Warmth around light fixtures: Hot ceiling lights or other lights could
mean that a homeowner is exceeding the recommended bulb wattages
for that fixture. Check the bulbs, and consider switching to compact
fluorescent or LED bulbs that do not produce as much heat as
incandescent bulbs.

* Higher energy bills: Energy bills can spike for a number of reasons.
Outdated electrical devices that draw a lot of power or a leakage in the
system are two potential causes of higher energy bills. Homeowners
can call an electrician to assess the energy efficiency of a home and
suggest changes.

Electrical problems might be common, but they should be dealt with
promptly for safety’s sake. SH252606

A
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o 20%

Your New Home Security System!
New Customers Only

Gall 607-771-0298 Today!

Intrusion Alert Systems « Fire Protection Systems
Advanced Sensors ¢ Professional Installation
24/7 Monitoring
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Upgrades o ensure
3 home slays safe
and secure

A home can never be too safe or secure. When residents of a home leave
or go to bed at night, a wide range of safety and security features can
protect them and their belongings. In-home amenities also can make
homes safer for residents with mobility issues or other limitations.
Homeowners indeed have no shortage of options when seeking to make
their homes safer and more secure. An assortment of safety and security
features can help homeowners plan for nearly every situation that could
put residents in jeopardy.

» Age-related safety features: Various features can help seniors age in
place. The National Institute on Aging recommends installing grab bars
in showers and bathtubs to reduce the risk of falls when bathing. Such
features also can help seniors balance themselves while they bathe and
get in and out of showers and tubs. Nonslip strips can be installed on
bathroom and kitchen floors in areas that might be vulnerable to spills
or puddling. The NIA also recommends fixing all carpets firmly on the
floors, which may necessitate the removal of all area rugs. Adding
handrails on staircases so there’s something to grab onto on each side
the staircase also can enhance the safety of these potentially risky
spaces in a home.

* Entry point security features: Deadbolts, security cameras and/or
smart doorbells make it easier to keep strangers out and monitor
entryways. Smart doorbells may deter criminals from approaching a
property. Locks and sensors also can be installed on all windows, and
especially those on the first floor that can be accessed from the ground.
Locks on sliding doors can be reinforced with secondary locks that
further prevent the door from being opened from the outside once the
locks are engaged.

* Fire safety features: The National Fire Protection Association notes
that the death rate in home structure fires is approximately 60 percent
lower in homes with working smoke alarms than in homes with no
alarms or in homes where alarms are not working. The NFPA adds that
smoke alarms monitor for smoke and control the speaker that emits the
sounds that notify occupants of the presence of smoke. The NFPA
recommends both ionization smoke alarms and photoelectric smoke
alarms, as each employs a different type of sensor. The combination of
both in a home ensures people are alerted in the case of both flaming
fires (ionization alarms) and smoking, smoldering fires (photoelectric
alarms). A functioning fire extinguisher also is a must (disposable
extinguishers typically last between 10 and 12 years), as is a carbon
monoxide detector.

* Lighting: Sufficient lighting in a home and around the exterior of a
home and even the property can be another important safety and
security measure. Exterior lighting deters intruders because it makes
them more visible to residents while they’re awake and makes them
easier to see on overnight security cameras, which can be enough to
keep them away. Interior lighting makes it easier to navigate a home at
twilight and at night. Hallway night lights can make trips to the
bathroom safer, and lighting alongside stairways can make these spaces
easier to navigate when the rest of the home is dark.

There’s no shortage of ways to make homes safer and more secure,
which should be a priority for homeowners of all ages. TF265834

KOHLER.

*Based on generator and load size.

KEEP YOUR POWER
ON, EVEN WHEN THE
POWER'S OUT.

Whenever there’s an outage,
KOHLER®generators keep
your lights on, your fridge cold
and your house cozy. And
they can power your entire
home.” No matter the weather,
we’re with you.

From engines to generators,
we give the world power.

AUOLIU
— BROTHERS, LLC —

Plumbing = Heating ¢ Air Conditioning

Commercial | Residential | Industrial
Custom Duct Fabrication

607-336-5572

6053 Co. Rd. 32, Norwich, NY 13815
www.avoliobrothers.com
brothers@centralny.twcbc.com
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A guide to survive
lengthy home
renovations

Renovations can transform homes into spaces that mirror homeowners’
dreams. Regardless of the scope of a project, a home renovation will
involve some level of disruption to residents’ daily lives. Lengthy, more
involved projects may impact daily life considerably.

Renovation timelines vary depending on the scale of the project.
Painting may take a week or two, while a kitchen or bathroom remodel
may last anywhere from four to 16 weeks. Larger projects like adding a
room can take between three and six months, say the experts at John
Merrill Homes. Projects also often take longer than expected, as
surprises may be in store once homeowners begin peeling back the
layers in homes. Homeowners about to embark on lengthy renovation
projects can embrace these tips to come through on the other side
relatively unscathed.

Choose your timing

The timing of a renovation may have to coincide with contractor
availability or having the budget to fund the project. But homeowners
should consider life circumstances and season before starting a project.
You might not have the energy to take on a project right before the
holidays. If kids play on sports teams that require a lot of travel, it might
be better to wait until the season winds down. Figure out what you can
realistically take on to reduce the likelihood that you’ll feel
overwhelmed.

Plan accordingly
Creating and sticking to a daily schedule, and knowing what is

happening each day, can keep a project on track. It also allows you to
determine which days will be the most chaotic. Demolition days can
be noisy and messy, and maybe those are days when you plan to be
away from the house for a few hours.

Store items out of harm’s way

Invest in a storage solution for the duration of the renovation.
Decluttering and removing items before the project is in full force will
make it easier to work and maneuver, and it also means fewer items
will need to be cleaned afterwards. Renovations tend to kick up a lot of
construction dust, after all.

Designate a safe zone

Establish a room or rooms as work-free areas to which residents can
retreat. If multiple rooms are being renovated, you might consider
spending time with a family member or friend, or getting a hotel for a
short duration until the bulk of disruption dies down.

Lower your standards

Homecooked meals may be your standard most days of the week, but
it’s alright to be a bit lax when remodeling projects begin. Relying on
frozen foods or takeout might be necessary for a little while.
Remodeling projects can be disruptive and stressful, but certain
strategies can make it easier to get through projects without too much
disruption. SH262606

We Specialize in
Commercial Projects

We Do Residential,
Agricultural, &
Commercial Doors

5% DISCOUNT

in March, April & May 2026

Mention code ‘Myshopper Spring 2026’)

[Eisher

Garage Door
Installations

Garage Door Repairs

Garage Door Opener
Installations &
Upgrades

129 Hessville Rd. | Fort Plain, NY 13339
315-219-2171




